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Peshawar remained one ojthe most important trading and political 
center oj activities throughout the history due to its strategic 
location. History says that the city became a capital town Jor 
dfferent dynasties who ruled over the region and it is, in fact, this 
area that has been playing a vital role in making and unmaking 
the history cf South Asia. The different archaeological and other 
remains of these early eras are the testimonies cf the glorious past of 
Peshawar, particularly under the Mughals. The most signficant 
evidences that speak about the splendid rule cf the Mughal dynasty 
are their buildings in form of mosques, tombs and forts or 
numismatic and epigraphic evidence. The Persian inscription 
presented here is one of the most important findings which shed 
light on the religious beliefs and tradition of the people of the time. 
Although this inscription has been previously mentioned or 
published by dfferent scholars, unfortunately, it is not only 
misread but also misinterpreted creating discrepancy in the related 
history. The present paper is, therefore, an attempt to give a correct 
reading, accurate translation cf the inscription and also comments 
and draws a historical sketch of the Shyakh ' sect mentioned in the 
inscription. 

Key words: Palosai Piran, Persian Inscription, Shaykh 
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The three monuments situated at Palosai Piran, Peshawar, became 
under the focus of the Archaeological Survey of India ini927-28, but 
owing to the unwillingness of die owners of the monument, the then 
department could not take any action for its preservation. 1 Plowever, 
since 1966 till date many scholars and researchers have highlighted its 
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architectural components and decorative details. 2 The present paper 
treats with a Persian inscription engraved on a marble slab lying near 
one of the graves at the tomb chamber of Shaykh Imam al-Din. The 
inscription was in the possession of the descendent of the Shaykh for a 
long time when it was first studied by Molvi Zafar Hassan, who visited 
die monumental complex in 1927-28, and saw it in a very good state of 
preservation. In his short but informative report, published in die 
Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of India in die same year, 
he had given detail of various relevant names and date of die 
construction of die tomb. 3 The text was re-deciphered by Dani in 
1994 4 ; however he could not stretch its correct translation. Later on 
Abdur Rahman studied die inscription and commented the name of the 
deceased, date of his demise and names of custodians and masons who 
worked in the construction of die tomb from 1652-59. 3 But his 
description was more or less the same as already did by of Molvi Zafar 
Hassan. Therefore an attempt is made here to present its correct 
English translation as well as to decipher diose letters left unstudied by 
die previous authors. 

The inscription is engraved on a smoothed and polished marble slab 
measuring 37x50x4 cm and contains diirteen lines (one on the left hand 
margin) of Persian text in pure nastaliq style. It starts with jf\ (Allah 
is die Greatest) and dien mentions die date and time of the demise of 
die deceased , die date of the foundation of the tomb, date of its 
completion and the names of the persons under whom supervision diis 
project was accomplished. It is worth mentioning diat this is not the 
only Persian inscription dated to die time of Emperor Shah Jahan found 
in our area of study. Another inscription of die same character and style 
discovered long ago at Peshawar (now in die Peshawar Museum) 
mentions die construction of a bridge over the River Bara in the year 
1039 A.H/ A.D1629 (corresponding to die diird regnal year of the 
emperor) 7 gives him credit for funding the project. Inscription at die 
Palosai tomb however shows construction as the initiative of Shaykh 
Kabir Bala Pir, father of Shaykh Imam al-Din who completed it widi 
die financial support of his relatives and disciples. 

Ahmad Hasan Dani has, in contrary to the lining of the original 
inscription, deciphered the text of the inscription in the following 
lines. The spaces below show die words left by Dani, while die 
underlined words reveal die wrongly deciphered/misread words: 
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The correct line alignment and reading of die inscription however is as 
under: 
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(Vertically Written)- 

Translation: 


Allah is the Greatest 

All disciples, lovers and servants of the high, noble, 
strong Qadiri sufi order and straight Qasimi suborder 
(pathway) are informed that on 23 rd of Muharram al- 
Haram, Wednesday Night, at die morning time, in the 
year 1060 [AH], the head of Mystics, lamp of scholars, 
leader of Creed and Religion, needy to die [blessings of] 

God, Shaykh Imam al-Din-s/o Hadrat Shaykh 

Kablr Bala Plr made his journey from the temporal 
world to the eternal abode. And in the year 1063 [AH] 
as per the instructions of Hadrat Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
Razzaq, teacher [trainer] of religion [mysticism] and 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq and Shaykh Muhammad Fadil and 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Wahid, may Allah honour diem all, 
construction of the sacred chamber and grave flooded 
with lights was started. And with die dedication of Haji 
Iskandar (servant) and Ustad [Mason] Fateh Muhammad 
the work of the construction of the mausoleum got 
completed on 20 th day of Sha’ban al-Mu’azzam 1069. 

These few words are recorded for the purpose of 
remembrance. 

Widi the blessings and solicitude of Hadrat Shaykh 
Kablr Bala Pir. 

Written by the insignificant Hadrat ‘ Ali. 

Hablbi has recorded almost all die names mentioned in diis inscription 
in his famous work. 8 He expresses on the audiority of Akliund 
Darwezah 9 that Shaykh Qasim (die grandfather of Shaykh Imam al-Din) 
born in 959AH/1S52AD was the son of Shaykh Qadam and was a 


38 





Peshawar Islamicus 
Vol. S, Issue 1 


A Persian Inscription at the 
Tomb of Shaykh Imam al-Din 


Jan-June,2014 


disciple of the descendants of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani who gained 
fame for his scholarship and spirituality and became very influential in 
Peshawar and its outskirts. He was forced to leave Peshawar by the 
local administrators of Mirza Muhammad Hakim son of Humayun, the 
Mughal emperor. He went for Hajj and became follower of Qadiri 
order of Sufis and eventually became known as Shaykh Qasim 
Sulaymani. On his return from Makkah, the Mughal court of India tried 
to bring an end to his fame and with the help of one known as ‘Isa, he 
was called to Lahore, and then, on the orders of Jahangir, was 
imprisoned in die Cliinar fort, where he later died. The inscription 
alludes to his tariqah (a special technique of dhikr “remembrance of 
God” adopted by a mystic for his students) as Qasimiyyah “the path way 
of Qasim”. 

Shaykh Kablr (1586-1644), nick name: Bala Plr, die fadier of Shaykh 
Imam al-Din was the son of Shaykh Qasim who was born in Budni, a 
village on the eastern outskirts of Peshawar, died in India and is buried 
diere. 10 

Shaykh Imam al-Din, one of die 12 sons of Shaykh Kablr and perhaps, 
die most famous of them all audiored several books including Tarikh e 
Afghani, Majma’ al-Ansab, Asnaf al-Makhluqat, Ahwal e Sher Shah and Asrar 
e Afghani. His four brothers, the names of whom all appear on the 
memorial tablet are: 

1. Shaykh ‘Abdur Razzaq 

2. Shaykh ‘Abdul Haq 

3. Shaykh Muhammad Fadil and 

4. Sh aykli ‘ Abdul W alii d 

Conclusion: 

The present inscription, which is written in pure nastaliq style, is an 
important piece of evidence regarding historiography, genealogy and 
religious belief of the saint. The inscription not only reflects and 
testifies die use of Persian as bodi common and official vernacular at 
die time but it is also a very good example of die evolution of Muslim 
writing system in the area. Those sections of the inscription which 
were eidier misinterpreted or misread have been properly deciphered 
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except one place, where letters are completely obliterated. The words 
left by AH Dani are: 

cJilH and Jl_ f (Line: 1) 

(Line: 5) 

c/f(Line: 7) and 

J (Line: 8). 

The wrongly deciphered/misread words are: 

^/as and AlJ’) as (Line:2) 

(Vtc^Jas (Line:3) 

the titled jUlfll as If'U and (j/las (Jf (Lined) 

/las 'X'l (Line:9) 

sjfras ,-^^and fls ?las ffail (Line: 10) 
as and £ as (f (Lined l) and 
j? ,r>/as (Line: 12). 

Line 13 of the inscription bearing name of the scribe has not at all been 
deciphered by the previous authors. Likewise, line 14 vertically 

written on the inscription has also been totally misinterpreted as cfc 

and carry no sense in die present contexts. The actual words are 

oc I? and . 
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Inscription on a Marble block at the Tomb of Shaykh Imam-al-Din 
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Close view of the obliterated letters of the Inscription 
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inscription. 
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6 See Afghani, AH Athar. Ruhani Rabita au Ruhani Tarhun, (Pashto Version). Manzoor 
Aam Press, Peshawar 1965: 512 who mentioned that Shaykh Imam al-Din died on 
Wednesday 23 Muharram 1060 A.H/ 26 January 1650. 
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Wasi-ud-Din, ‘A Persian Inscription in Peshawar City’, Archaeological Survey of India, 
Annual Report 1908-9 , Reprinted in 1990- Swati Publications, Delhi 1908-9: 201-4. 

8 See Hablbi, ‘Abd al Hay, Rata Khazana “The Hidden Treasure” (1997) translated into 
English by Hablbi, Khushal, pages: 160-162. 
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Makhzan- e Islam, p.307. 

10 Hablbi, p. 162. 
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